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INTRODUCTION

Forgotten Spaces is an internationally recognised, thought
provoking design led competition that focuses on developing
contextual, local and variable responses to the overlooked,
passed-by and often neglected fringe areas of our built
environment. Brought to Merseyside by Steve Rotheram,
Liverpool City Region Mayor as part of a dedicated drive to raise
the profile of good design standards, provoke interest across
the region and generate discussion about what is possible.
This design ideas competition seeks out under-used areas of
the region and explores their possibilities, by inviting creatives
from the varying disciplines from anywhere in the world to
submit innovative ideas for the imaginative re-use of empty
sites throughout. Previous applicants have been from young,
engaging firms with strong focus on adaptive reuse.

The six local authorities that make up the city region; Halton,
Knowsley, Liverpool, Sefton, St Helens and the Wirral have
selected a site within their respective boundaries. Each of the
six sites vary in scale and complexity from large to small and
urban to suburban but all share a commonality in that these
sites, struggling to cast off their former uses or typologies can
be found throughout not just Merseyside, the city region or
the North west, but throughout the country and westernised
post-industrial world. Each site also represents an opportunity,
the chance to reconnect with the wider public and become
and incubator for a new way of thinking. With an emphasis on
community, proposals can be complex or simple, commercial
or public, a piece of public art or a new building. The main
requirement is that it responds to the surrounding area and
serves a function for the community.

Steve Rotheram
One of eight children, Steve was born and raised in Kirkby to a stay-athome Mum and forklift truck driver Dad. After leaving school with few
formal qualifications, Steve began a bricklaying apprenticeship. He went
on to run his own building company before working for the Learning and
Skills Council.
He began his political career when he was elected to serve as a
councillor in 2002, representing Fazakerley on Liverpool City Council
and held the ceremonial title of Lord Mayor of Liverpool during the city’s
European Capital of Culture year.
In 2010, Steve was elected as the Member of Parliament for the
Liverpool Walton constituency. During his time in Westminster he
led campaigns for justice for the Hillsborough families; in support
of blacklisted workers; for compensation for those suffering from
mesothelioma and asbestosis; and to change the law on the use of old
tyres on buses and coaches.
From 2015, Steve served as Parliamentary Private Secretary to the
Leader of the Opposition, Jeremy Corbyn, before successfully seeking
the nomination to be Labour’s candidate for Metro Mayor of the
Liverpool City Region.
In May 2017, Steve was elected with 59% of the vote and has overseen
almost a billion pounds of investment, as well as delivering half-price bus
travel for apprentices and implementing the pioneering Households into
Work programme.
https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/your-metro-mayor/

Paul Monaghan
The design charrette, site and approach taken by each l
team was set out to be thought provoking and contextually
appropriate. No clear brief or programme of activities was
provided for any of the sites when we approached the teams,
because we were looking for their thoughts as to what might be
appropriate.
We did however provided a loose set of guidelines to ensure
the responses were grounded and achievable:
1. Sites are all owned by the local councils and therefore the
ideas should be of public benefit, however this was left open
to interpretation by each team.
2. It is possible that some of these ideas might turn into real
projects. Therefore its worth thinking about either how the
project is funded and how financially sustainable it might be.
3. Some of the sites are clearly more public realm lead. Others
could contain architectural interventions or buildings.
The day was a huge success and the work produced by all
the architects exceeded our expectations. I was determined to
match the best Liverpool architects with the best in the country
and the day showed there is great talent in the cities practices
and universities. Many of the local authorities were in attendance
during the day and I am pleased to say that some of these
projects could be realised. Steve Rotheram and myself are
determined that this not just an ideas charrette.
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Louise Wyman
Louise is Design Lead at West Midlands
Combined Authority and a Director at
Homes England. She’s a member of the
National Infrastructure Commission’s
Design Group and an Ambassador for
Harvard University. Louise trained as
a Chartered Surveyor and Landscape
Architect and is adept at directing
design and development partners
to deliver award winning projects. In
2020 she produced the West Midlands
Design Charter intended to promote
regional creativity, innovation and
quality placemaking. She was also part
of the team that produced the Design
Principles for National Infrastructure. As
a former Executive Director of Ebbsfleet
Development Corporation, Louise leads
teams that deliver projects of national
significance. She set up the Garden
Towns & Villages programme across
Government in 2016 and was responsible
fordelivery of the Oxford Cambridge
Arc’s strategic growth ambitions in 2018.
Louise is a high profile speaker, author
and inclusion advocate.

Selina Mason
Selina Mason is a masterplanner and
architect with extensive experience of
delivering complex urban masterplans,
now driving high quality design and
masterplanning across Lendlease’s
UK and Europe urban regeneration
portfolio. Before joining Lendlease, she
led LDA Design’s urban regeneration
masterplanning team in London where
she delivered the UCL East Masterplan
in Stratford for UCL and the regeneration
masterplan for Church Street
in Westminster.
Prior to this she was responsible for the
delivery of the London 2012 Masterplan
and the design and delivery of the
post-games Transformation Masterplan
for the Olympic Delivery Authority and
subsequently the London Legacy
Development Corporation.
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Shopping City opened in 1972 as
the centrepiece for a revolutionary
new town concept for Runcorn, with
ambitions of being the biggest and
best indoor shopping experience in
the northwest. By the mid-90s it had
fallen into a negative spiral of decline,
businesses began to leave, giving
Shopping City an air of dereliction
and desertion.
Post 2000, Shopping city has
undergone a positive transformation,
becoming a community focussed
centre thriving in what can be
considered a challenging environment
given the well document struggles of
shopping centres nationally. Despite
the upward trend, the adjacent multistorey car parks remain underutilised,
and in differing states of disrepair.
The site presents an opportunity
for architectural intervention in
the lineage of repurposed parking
structures with community focussed
programmes.

Freightpark
ShedKM

Our proposals seek to create an
animated new face to Runcorn Shopping
City, providing new opportunities for
local creative businesses. Taking creative
inspiration from Runcorn’s cargo industry,
‘plug-in’ shipping containers replace car
parking spaces, establishing an efficient,
economical and exciting space for a host
of new uses. Reinforcing connections
back to the community, the adaptable
programme consists of roof top food and
beverage units, creative workshops and
local business workspaces. Combined
with this, a children’s play zone, multiuse exhibition hall and a series of pop-up
shops help to create a vibrant destination
hub in the town centre.

01 existing usedesigned to be used
by cars
02 proposal - designed
to be used by the
community

04 rehousing used
former frieght containers
05 providing economical
units for various uses

06 existing walkways
to be reused and
celebrated
07 atrium to be extruded
08 arrangement
of stucture to suit
proposals

09 new service cores
added
10 generating usable
flexible volumes
11 taking advantage of
sunlight and vistas

15 Minute City
Studio Weave

‘Shopping City’ was constructed as the
‘town centre’ for Runcorn New Town. As
was common of mid-century planning,
it was the centre of an infrastructure
network based upon personal car use.
Current planning and policy context is
characterised by a movement towards
high-speed inter-city public transport
connections, increasingly devolved
municipal governance and a need to
deliver more housing. And emerging
trends are shaping an aspiration for a
greener, more walkable and accessible
public realm.
The dynamic of ‘Shopping City’ as a
destination is reversed; acting as a site
for intensification of dwelling as part of a
connected, green and walkable ‘hyperlocal’ city.

Multi-story
Studio Mutt

Multi-Story looks to turn the barrier-like
northeast car park into an outward-facing
entrance point for pedestrians, while
reintroducing to the retail-heavy ‘town
centre’ a mix of much needed social
functions: from markets, food & drink
and community facilities to a diverse
Youth Zone providing 21st century
youth services such as sports pitches,
music practice rooms, craft rooms, table
tennis, climbing walls etc. It uses the the
robust existing car park as a framework
for social infrastructure, allowing for
a bottom-up and organic process of
design and construction over time, while
borrowing from the language of roads
and highways to create an informal and
strangely familiar new public space for
Runcorn.

Run-corn
Coffey Architects
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bootle,
sefton

The New Strand Shopping Centre
was built in 1968, part of a wider
redevelopment of Bootle town centre,
and was dramatically extended at the
turn of the century.
The New Strand Shopping Centre
like many other late 60s structures,
embodies the optimism and ambition
which people had for the future,
and for what it meant to be modern,
contemporary, and municipal at the
time. The two-storey block is faced
in precast concrete panels and the
building addresses the street with
a low canopy on both sides. At
present there is a homogeneity to its
streetscape. A weekly community
market currently operates on Stanley
Road.

The Strand, Strand House/
Shopping Centre
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bootle
Liverpool John Moores

This project proposes the co-ordination
of the numerous positive and plausible
existing projects that are currently being
developed along this tight stretch of the
Leeds & Liverpool Canal. Transforming
the Strand Shopping Centre from a
utilitarian retail hub into a place of more
diverse employment and sociability
while taking full advantage of a south
facing canal-side will create the urgently
required new focus for Bootle Town
Centre. It is suggested that a range of
specialist expertise is brought together
to support the funding strategies, design
development and delivery of this vital
initiative, learning from other parts of
the Liverpool City Region which have
previously developed Special Project
Teams to deliver the significant changes
that our communities have required.

bootle
new strand
Morris + Company

Our approach for the Strand in Bootle is
very much in the red line, is very much
direct, minimal, light, fleeting, possibly
transitional, and by no means certain.
It is a range of opportunities that might
pull together, might work holistically or
indeed survive only intermittently and
include failure. Our attitude celebrates
the causal, the everyday, the unsung and
offers gap fillers as a means to kick start
discussions. We are seeking to refrain
from pure architectural solutions, instead
finding a way of getting under the skin
and exploring narratives, or more so,
choosing the ingredients before selecting
the recipe.

Bootle New Strand
The forgooen public spaces around the modernist shopping centre at Bootle New Strand are an
opportunity to establish a new, functioning external public space. We approach this study with
optimism about the potential future of Bootle but with the knowledge that any meaningful intervention
must be worked up over a longer period of time in collaboration with the people of Bootle.

The Bootle Flag
A New Marker

There is potential to establish a new identity for Bootle,
embodied in a new piece of public art to hang in the
square. The art in the tunnel oﬀ Washington Parade and
the ‘Poem for Bootle’ by Roger McGrough are a starting
point for outsiders to understand what it means to be
from Bootle.

The site currently suﬀers from a lack of identity, siiing
in the shadow of the Triad building and dominated by
the hard edge of the shopping centre. What could a
new marker of the public realm look like?

Reactivating Shop Fronts
The existing facade has turned its back on the
external space, instead choosing to face in to the
shopping centre. The resultant edge of the public
space is uninviting and renders the awning useless.

A
The shop fronts could be ties together visually and
the entrances returned to the exterior as in option A.

B
Removing the under-utliised awning
would open up the external space to
potential activity that can’t occur inside.

There is also opportunity in accepting the shops turn
in to the shopping centre. Non-franchise kiosks could
open out onto the external space.

Music Events
There is already a strong community of
musicians that gather in the Lock and
Quay pub just up the canal and the Bootle
Music Festival. This could be a potential
group to work with to develop the space.

plug-in existing
community
groups

Food Kiosks

Sports Events

Providing A Framework

The square could be home to a community kiosk,
there were once ﬁsh and chip shops on site that
could reoccupy Stanley Road. Tables and chairs
could give a life to the site outside market day.
Food can be brought outside from places such as
Longton Hall Farm butchers where there is a long
queue at lunch time.

The square could be the seeing of
sports events, Bootle has a boxing club
and some historic wins in the sport.
This type of event was similarly put on
at Chrisp Street Market.

By reinforcing the grid of the site, the many
uses of the public realm will be inferred and a
natural ownership and designation of space.
The new grid could provide power and water
outlets to make temporary events easier.

Arriving And Leaving

Working With The Existing Market

The main bus routes through the site cannot
be ignored and are one of the main points of
arrival/ departure to the shopping centre.
A new structure to the bus stops and a
potential ‘bus only’ route through the site
could be explored.

The Seeon Community Market is key to the success of any
project on the site. The market must be nurtured and any new
intervention must not interfere with and only improve the
function of the market. How could a market work that is allowed
to spill out over and along Stanley Road?

the strand,
bootle
Simpson Haugh

We approached this as an opportunity
for the urban regeneration of the Strand
shopping centre and as a catalyst for
the wider regeneration of Bootle. Our
proposal seeks to re-imagine a framework
for a high-quality retail environment and
community market space around a
central plaza. We have also re-engaged
Bootle with the Leeds/Liverpool canal,
forming a new marina and community
asset. The existing Triad and Strand
House towers have been retained and
a new residential offering is presented
alongside the canal frontage. The future
of Bootle ‘high street’ is re-imagined as
a flexible space for residents and visitors
alike to enjoy, live and work.

A space which currently hosts the
regular Friday Earlestown Market and
should sit as the centrepiece of the
town is currently operating as a car
park bounded by roads, half of which
are now pedestrianised zones.

NewtonLe-Willows
St Helens

The square sits in the context of an
ad-hoc mix of 2-3 storey brick and
modern commercial structures. The
late 19th century Flemish influenced
Town Hall sits in the eastern corner of
the square, and illustrates the political
aspirations and investment of the
local authority at the time. Adjacent
to the Town Hall, the police station
is a successful example of quiet
modernism.
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EARLESTOWN
MARKET
K2 Architects

Our vision is that architecture should
begin by taking a grass-roots peoplefirst approach that consciously responds
to our basic and emotional needs. We
proposed a bold non-interventionist plan,
handing power to the community to
establish their own vision for the market.
We asked ourselves, why could a market
that has stood the test of time for 700
years be struggling now? We spent time
at the market getting to understand
from the community’s point of view the
values and threats that the market faces
today, and we reflected them back as an
opportunity to take control of their own
destiny.

EARLESTOWN
MARKET
MGMA Architects

Towns must grow their populations to
sustain local services. Growth is too often
suburban sprawl, dependent upon car
use, anonymous in density and form.
MGMA’s proposal adopts a position of
considered densification to encourage
sustainable population growth in
established towns with excellent rail
transport links.
At Earlestown market square, the
proposal is anchored by housing,
retaining the legibility of the settlement
grid.
Providing a covered market and civic
square, the proposal supports the town’s
renewal, high street, and the historic
railway connection.
Urban intensification with varied garden
apartment types is the viable means
to combat further edge sprawl in
Earlestown.

EARLESTOWN
MARKET Place
Mikhail Riches

Earlestown (population 11,000) has a
large square used as a market place two
days a week. The space lacks a sense
of enclosure and is dominated by car
parking on non-market days.
Our proposal completes the square with
live/work units, encouraging new start up
businesses. Tree planting provides shelter
and summer shade, creating a town
square for the whole community.
We see the market square as a catalyst
for the transition to a zero carbon region,
with the market leading the charge,
promoting low energy buildings, walking,
cycling and electric vehicles, and with the
wider town and region following suit.

Form a New Enclosure
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Earlestown Marketplace

The site encompasses Prescot
Community Church and the
surrounding landscape which
includes an amount of unkept,
overgrown trees and shrubbery as
well as two parcels of land which
have remained vacant since at least
mid-2015.

Prescot
Kemble Street/
Sewell Street

The site is located just south of St
Mary’s church which dates back to
the 14th century. Nearby Eccleston
Street has undergone extensive
public realm improvements and
building refurbishment through the
Townscape Initiative Programme and
now commercial uses are returning to
the high street.
El Sub Sta

17

The site presents an opportunity to
intervene in the setting of historic
townscape, restoring legibility to the
setting.
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EARLESTOWN
MARKET Place
Mikhail Riches

Architectural Emporium’s entry went
back to the future to rediscover the
unique characteristics of Prescot in terms
of uses, public spaces and grain. The
current situation of a town rediscovering
its independence, but disconnected and
lacking in density influenced a vision for
the future of a sustainable and connected
urban community. A protective mixed
use block edges the street. A crescent of
modern town houses with roof gardens
encloses the village green. The existing
church is converted into a cinema and
multi use hall opening onto the public
square and a landmark market hall is
proposed to extend the marketplace.

Kemble Street/
Sewell Street
Falconer Chester Hall

Prescot has lots of potential, but faces
a number of socioeconomic challenges.
In collaboration with Placed, our public
consultation suggested a disconnect
between Prescot’s cultural heritage and
its social challenges and highlighted a
divide between the different generations.
Residents can provide the solution
to these challenges. Our proposal is
a cluster of community buildings that
embody the town’s industrial legacy,
promote intergenerational relationships
and encourage a healthy, sustainable way
of life.
Reinvigorating Market Place will define
Prescot as a destination, improve local
people’s quality of life and release
redundant retail capacity to support
the rising cultural profile of Prescot with
“Shakespeare North”.
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innovation
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built environment
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lifestyle

Prescot
particular
Gibson Thornley

Prescot Particular proposes the
remaking of Prescot’s Town Centre with
a particular intensification of the site.
The proposals recreate the town’s civic
heart in its historic location, anticipating
the new Shakespeare North theatre
and an aspiration to move the town’s
museum and library into its civic centre.
The proposal creates a figure-ground
analogous to the town’s original grain of
tight streets and lanes.
A new residential quarter of intergenerational housing reinvigorates the
town centre, proposing an alternative to
Prescot’s existing urban sprawl. Prescot
is celebrated as a centre of ‘makers’ with
dynamic live-work units and fosters a
sense of community with supported alms
houses and family homes.

Otterspool
Park,
Liverpool

The notion of a forgotten space
implies neglect and abandonment
of part of Liverpool’s urban fabric.
Otterspool Park, where a once busy
café was located, has fallen into a
state of disrepair. By utilising the
sites verdant quality, our proposal
aims to capitalise on the surrounding
flora and fauna, providing a modest
wildlife education centre - a flexible
space nestled sensitively into its
context.

Kemble Street/
Sewell Street

The site is divided into two halves.
A dense northern area, currently
overgrown, will house a tall viewing
tower, offering vistas amongst the
tree canopy and back towards the
city. The southern area, a more
manicured and controlled landscape,
will make use of the existing pavilion
and extend where necessary to
accommodate a learning facility.
These two contrasting elements
of the proposal create a diptych,
counterbalancing in their landscapes.

PH

Otterspool Park

Tower

Otterspool Park

The Beatles
Foundation
Birds Portchmouth Russum

A new Beatles Foundation at Otterspool
Park introduces a Beatles Academy
set within a sculptural landscape. The
Academy cements the Beatles legacy
and propagates their creative values by
nurturing talent in music, film, art, cuisine
and peace studies.
The Razzle Dazzle ship conveys visitors
from Albert Dock to a new pier opposite
the ‘Sergeant Peppers’ display to
complete a tour of Liverpool wide Beatles
attractions. A Helter Skelter marks the
northern entrance beside the re-opened
Otterspool Rail Station which provides
quick access to Lime St Station.
An annual Beatles Festival, transmitted
throughout the world, will provide funding
to enable the Academy’s construction
and ensure its sustained success as
well as support existing archival Beatles
attractions in Liverpool.

Oklesbrok
Harrison Stringfellow

Harrison Stringfellow took a strategic
ideas approach at Otterspool. Focussing
on sustainable uses to improve mental
health and wellbeing, the key idea is the
reinstatement of the historic ‘Oklesbrok’,
flooding the lower level of the park to
create a natural swimming pond, and
reopening the rail station to provide
greater connectivity through the park and
to the city.
The octagon is converted to a spa
wellness centre complete with rooftop
hot tub and alongside rentable bike
sheds and jetties for fishing it supports
existing activities on the site, generating
an income for the upkeep, and using
a ‘circular economy’ of local social
businesses.

Otterspool Park
University of Liverpool

Otterspool Park, where once a busy
café was located, has fallen into a state
of disrepair. By utilising the sites verdant
quality, our proposal aims to capitalise on
the surrounding flora and fauna to provide
a modest wildlife education centre - a
flexible space nestled sensitively into its
context.
The site is divided into two halves. A
dense northern area, currently overgrown,
will house a tall viewing tower, offering
vistas amongst the tree canopy and
back towards the city. The southern
area, a more manicured and controlled
landscape, will make use of the existing
pavilion and extend where necessary
to accommodate new learning spaces.
These two contrasting elements
of the proposal create a diptych,
counterbalancing in their landscapes.

The site is situated on the corner
of a pedestrianised street which
eventually leads to Shore Fields Cliffs
and to views across the River Mersey
towards the Liverpool skyline.

New Ferry,
The Wirral

It is close to both the district centre
of New Chester Road, the model
village of Port Sunlight and is a short
walk to Bebington Train Station.
The site has remained vacant since
mid-2017 following a gas explosion
which destroyed 63 properties and
left 142 people injured. The area is
predominantly residential and made
up of 2-3 storey row houses and retail
units with residential above.

41-43
Bebington Road

The site presents an opportunity to
restore the corner to the retail street
and repair some of the damage
caused by the explosion.
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finding new ferry
Gort Scott

In New Ferry we found a local high street
in crisis: over 50% of non-residential
ground floor units are vacant and it
is disconnected with its suburban
hinterland, including affluent Port Sunlight.
The threat of generic housing schemes
looms on the horizon, which would miss
an opportunity to make something for the
long-term greater good of the community.
We seek to remedy this through a series
of small to large interventions. Recreating
a spire on the corner of the site and
planting a community garden, in time,
influences experimentation within the
empty ground floor units. This in turn
re-activates the high street and paves the
way for more ambitious development that
brings social and economic value to New
Ferry.

BREAKING BOUNDARIES
Smith Young

The proposed site is strategically located
on the Northern boundary of Port Sunlight
Village, an international tourist attraction
generating over 300,000 visitors annually.
The potential increased footfall for New
Ferry is currently only limited by its inability
to attract visitors to cross Boundary
Road.
When speaking with local business
owners and residents about the
relationship between New Ferry and Port
Sunlight, it was clear that any relationship
that previously existed had eroded over
time and this has to change. Conversely
Port Sunlight Visitor Trust recently
published its five-year plan, which has
identified weaknesses in the visitor offer,
including an “under-developed heritage
interpretation” and a small collection,
limiting Port Sunlight Visitor Trusts ability
to tell the village’s story, with limited
retail and catering outlets. By uniting
the needs of both areas, the opportunity
for collaborative regeneration is made
possible.

BREAKING BOUNDARIES
turner. works

The proposed site is strategically located
on the Northern boundary of Port Sunlight
Village, an international tourist attraction
generating over 300,000 visitors annually.
The potential increased footfall for New
Ferry is currently only limited by its inability
to attract visitors to cross Boundary
Road.
When speaking with local business
owners and residents about the
relationship between New Ferry and Port
Sunlight, it was clear that any relationship
that previously existed had eroded over
time and this has to change. Conversely
Port Sunlight Visitor Trust recently
published its five-year plan, which has
identified weaknesses in the visitor offer,
including an “under-developed heritage
interpretation” and a small collection,
limiting Port Sunlight Visitor Trusts ability
to tell the village’s story, with limited
retail and catering outlets. By uniting
the needs of both areas, the opportunity
for collaborative regeneration is made
possible.
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